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Janice Bonner, interim principal at Morden Collegiate, toured a few of the RRTVA sites back in

November. Supplied photo.

With the first semester of the school year completed, students and staff in the Red River Technical Vocational Area
(RRTVA) appear to have adjusted well to a new way of doing things in the era of COVID-19.

Director, Lane Curry, explains all of the programs now include multiple safety components including PPE, mask use and
social distancing.

"Some classrooms altered their space so they could spread out more and teach the theory portion, and some moved the
classroom component right into their shop because that's where they had more space, so the opportunity was still there
for the most part," he said.

In addition, Curry notes administrators refrained from filling each program to capacity in order to better accommodate the
social distancing requirements. Still, he says the RRTVA saw an average 200-230 students registered for the first
semester with another 200 or so students on deck for the second semester.
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In combination with smaller class sizes, Curry also feels the program's natural structure played well in following distancing
protocols and even allowed students the opportunity to attend school every day as opposed to their non-vocational high
school peers who have only been able to do in-class learning every-other-day in rotation with remote learning.

"With our programs being, in some cases off-site from the school, or isolated with separate entry points, those students
are the only ones really accessing those spaces, so our students were able to go for the full day, every day for the most
part," he explained, adding this consistency is vital when it comes to vocational programming. "They need to get practical
hours and they need to have those hours happen in a safe and supervised facility with a Red Seal or Journeyman person
in their field."

Meantime, Manitoba's two-week post-Christmas remote learning period for high school students didn't impact those
enrolled in RRTVA who are trying to earn practical hours towards a course credit. Curry says they were granted an
exception to the mandate.

"When that closure occurred, we could still have any programs that required certification of practical hours as long as it
was safe and we were adhering to workplace guidance and industry standards," he explained. "It meant that we couldn't
have customers in some of our programs, but they still had the opportunity to learn and be supervised by their accredited
instructor in an accredited facility. That was instrumental in the students completing this first semester."

Curry feels this exception is all thanks to the forethought of the region's superintendents.

Worried that the pandemic might force school closures similar to what happened in spring 2020, local education leaders
inspired a letter writing campaign early in the new school year that explained to provincial health officials why remote
learning isn't feasible for the RRTVA format.

"We're different than all of the other high school vocational programs in that the student goes for an entire
semester...they're not just taking one or two credits a day. So, it jeopardizes their graduation opportunity should (the
schools) be closed and shift to remote learning," explained Curry.


